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La Peinture en Patchwork, Fragment n°27
1975, avec ajouts de tissus industriels, 210 x 171 cm 
© Photo : Grégory Copitet - Enseigne des Oudin
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Jean François Declercq and l’Enseigne des Oudins  
are honored to present the first survey of the work  
of French artist Marcel Alocco at Atelier Jespers. 

 
Marcel Alocco (b. 1937, Nice) is an independ-
ent name on the contemporary art scene who 
touched in a unique way France’s cultural and 
artistic developments of the last decades. Both 
an artist and a writer, Alocco has created a hu-
manistic and energetic inner world that has been 
largely overlooked in the mainstream contempo-
rary art discourse. However, his prescient contri-
bution was always recognised by art critics such 
as Catherine Millet, and recently gained the de-
served recognition with the donation of a selec-
tion of works to the centre Pompidou, currently 
on display in the museum.

An understated but important figure that 
Jean-François Declercq is honoured to present 
for the first time in Belgium at the Atelier Jespers, 
in collaboration with Jannick Thiroux, director 
of the endowment fund l’Enseigne des Oudin. 
The exhibition will be divided in two sections - 
Volume I and Volume II - to reflect the duality of 
Marcel Alocco’s practice, always between lan-
guage and image.

Marcel Alocco was born in 1937 in Nice 
where he has lived and worked for most of his 
life. Close to the School of Nice, Alocco first as-
sociated with the movement Fluxus in the 1960s 
and then to the analytical painting of Support/ 
Surface. The years between 1968 and 1973 rep-
resent an intense creative period where Alocco 
multiplies his reflections on medium and the 

artist status. The canvases become sheets, symbol of domesticity but also of an en-
veloping protection. The frames disappear to let the work free from classification on 
the wall. Starting from 1973, he formalised his singular vision through his ‘Idéogram-
maire’ (Ideo-gramma), fol- lowed by ‘Fragment du patchwork’ (patchwork fragment) 
and ‘détissages’ (unweaving). His approach also encompasses anthropological con-
siderations and examines the relationship between crafts and memories. 

Fragment du Patchwork n°656, Mai 1994,  
tissu, 106 x 72 cm blanc, arc en ciel, portant châssis,  
46 x 38 cm avec châssis, 18 x 14 cm inclus 
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La Peinture en Patchwork, « Peinture ? peinture ! »,  
Fragment n°42, 1975, 228 x 166 cm     

La Peinture en patchwork, Fragment n°262,1986
Tissu, 158 x 116 cm

La Peinture en patchwork, Fragment n°290 B
1986, Adam et Eve et fleurs, 158 x 116 cm
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Thanks to the contribution of l’Enseigne des Oudin, this exhibition will be a rare op-
portunity to examine these polysemic approaches. L’Enseigne des Oudin is an endow- 
ment fund created in 2018 by Alain Oudin and Marie Chamant and is dedicated to the 
promotion of contemporary art with a focus on avant-garde and radical artists. Under 
the direction of Jannick Thiroux, the fund organises three to four exhibitions per year 
and numerous workshops, seminars and access to their archive database and library. 

Enseigne des Oudin
Endowment fund 
Founders of the Enseigne des Oudin Gallery in Paris (from 1978 to 2015), commit-
ted to the promotion of contemporary art and notably of avant-garde and radical 
actions, gallery owner Alain Oudin and artist Marie Chamant opened an exhibition 
and research center in 2018 at the heart of the 10th district in Paris. Their endowment 
fund secures the diffusion of the works of artists and movements which made the 
specificity of their gallery. 

It enlightens the following themes: body art and performances; the esthetic of com-
munication and convivial art, lettrism and sound poetry; ephemeral landscape art and 
art within the space conquest, public and monumental art, sacred art; and the expres-
sions of Eros & Thanatos, artist’s book…

It centralises most pieces and books acquired during the past 40 years, building 
bridges between painting, drawing, sculpture, photography, film, video and writing.  
The endowment fund comprises an exhibition space as well as research and storage 
spaces. It offers three to four exhibition a year, performances, seminars and welcomes 
students, researchers and art lovers within its documentation centre. 

La Peinture en Patchwork, Fragment n°27, 1975,  
avec ajouts de tissus industriels, 210 x 171 cm

La Peinture en Patchwork, Fragment n°26,  
1975, Tissu, 158 x 118 cm
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Origine Nice
Edited by Jannick Thiroux.
Texts by Alain Freixe, Laurence Imbernon, Raphaël Monticelli,  
Alain Oudin, Jannick Thiroux.

The first “Cahier Enseigne des Oudin” (Enseigne des Ou-
din’s booklet) highlights three periods of Marcel Alocco’s 
work in two volumes, emphasizing the scale of a mytho-
logical tale printed in every image the artist and poet has 
offered over a fifty-year period, through his Patchwork 
Painting and the ornamented unweaving on the canvas 
surface.

published in March 2021
French edition
14,8 x 21 cm (softcover)
112 pages (35 color & 17 b/w ill.)
 
15.00 €
 
ISBN : 978-2-9568417-0-8
EAN : 9782956841708

Au présent dans le texte & Cinq Rhapsodies
Contributions by Alain Oudin, Jacques Simonelli, Jannick Thiroux.

The writings of the artist Marcel Alocco, painter, writer 
and poet, presented in the chronological order of their 
writing, from 1963 to 2001. Marcel Alocco’s work con-
fronts and associates artistic language apparatuses 
and writing at the service of a singular approach. The 
artist never stopped writing since the publication of 
his first collection Poèmes adolescents, published in 
1959, which led to several other publications: poetry, 
novel, critic, art theory and magazines.

published in March 2021
French edition
14,8 x 21 cm (softcover)
576 pages
 
24.00 €
 
ISBN : 978-2-9568417-1-5
EAN : 9782956841715
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